
He sees his role as 
custodian of the 
countryside. Bill is an 
avid reader and 
listener to podcasts, 
particularly anything 
farming, countryside 
or agriculture-related. 

Bill is finding it increasingly difficult to make ends meet. He strug-
gles to satisfy the changing demands from supermarkets, and the 
price of feed and seeds and machinery only ever goes upwards. He 
sold the big barn a couple of years ago, which has given him a ‘cash 
flow cushion’, but that won’t last forever. He is worried about climate 
change and the increasingly volatile weather - the bees seem par-
ticularly at risk.

Bill believes it’s possible to ‘farm gently’ AND 
spend less money doing it. 

He has high hopes for technological innova-
tion and thinks that that technology can help 
reduce costs, waste and chemical usage 
(thereby benefiting the environment).

He secretly hopes that one of his children will 
return home one day and take over the farm.

With Brexit a loom-
ing challenge and  
loss of subsidy from 
the EU there is pres-
sure on the Govern-
ment from the US 
and others to cut 
regulatory stand-
ards. 

If the lobbyists win, 
there is a serious risk 
that Bill and other 
British farmers will 
be undercut by low 
quality and poten-
tially dangerous 
imports.

Bill Rogers

His story

52 years old

Farmer
Married - to Penny
(for more than 30 years)

Two children both of whom are 
grown-up and have moved 
away

Living: The Brook 
farmhouse which he 
owns outright and 
shares with 
his wife and her 
elderly mother Bill is a third generation farmer. His father was very tradi-

tional, and Bill went to agricultural college to learn about 
new ways of farming.  His father wound-down to retire-
ment in his sixties, and Bill took on day-to-day running of 
the farm. He inherited it outright when his father died, 
and diversified, with a mixture of dairy, free range chick-
ens, arable and bee keeping. Bill’s mother stayed on at 
the house when her husband died, and now lives in a 
self-contained flat on the farm. Bill and Penny support 
her, and Penny is becoming Alice’s de facto carer. 
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